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Introduction 

Human rights situation in Bangladesh has been worsening day by day and this is very alarming as to a 

significant stage the rights are being violated by the state itself. From bureaucracy to professionals, public 

procurement to conducting of public examination, politicization and criminalization are going rampantly 

everywhere. Various institutions are objected to malfunctioning at political will causing further 

deterioration of institutionalization contrary to the good governance and a healthy culture. Lax law 

enforcement panics people.  

 

Table:1
1
 

Increasing trend of human right violation: statistics of last six months (January-June 2011) 

Type of Human 

Rights violation 

 

January  February March  April May June Total 

Extra 

Judicial 

killing 

Crossfire 7 15 5 3 2 5 37 

Tortured 

to death 

0 1 3 2 4 0 10 

Beaten to 

death  

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Shot  0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

Total  7 17 8 5 7 5 39 

Attack on 

Journalists  

Injured  8 8 4 9 6 36 71 

Threatened 4 6 10 0 14 0 34 

assaulted 4 1 5 3 1 5 19 

Political 

violence 

Killed 14 10 6 8 14 13 65 

Injured  664 1015 848 1229 630 1127 5513 
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Table 2
2
 

 

Comparison between the year 2010 and 2009 
 
 

Type of violence 
 

2010 2009 

Extra-judicial killing 127  

 
 154 

Death in Custody  109  123 

Disappearance  

 
16  2 

Hindrance in Media  

 
263  266 

Killed by BSF  

 
74  98 

Political Violence:Killed  220  

 

 

251 

Acid violence  

  
137  101 

Dowry violence against women  

 
378  319 

Rape  556  

 
456 

Public Lynching 1 

  
74  127 

Died : Readymade Garments Worker  

  
7  7 

 

                                                                                   

Concern of the Human Rights Organizations 

Many national and international Human Rights Organizations showed their concerns as to the recent 

human rights status in Bangladesh such as:  

 

1. Amnesty International released a public statement headed by “BANGLADESH: 

POLITICALLY MOTIVATED ARBITRARY ARRESTS HAMPER IMPARTIAL 

INVESTIGATION OF CAMPUS VIOLENCE.” 

                                                           
2
 Odhikar and daily news papers of Bangladesh 
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The said statement contains that, “The government of Bangladesh must refrain from arbitrary 

mass arrests, which appear to have been directed only at the opposition student activists. 

Criminal investigations must be impartial, regardless of the suspect‟s political affiliation or party 

membership..................................”
3
 

2. In another report published on their website, Amnesty International claimed that, Bangladeshi 

security forces used excessive force during raid.
4
 In this report, Amnesty accused specially the 

Bangladesh Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) for their violent attack. 

3. Human Rights Watch also expresses anxiety about ongoing human rights condition of 

Bangladesh. It stated, “Bangladesh authorities violated both freedom of expression and due 

process of law”. The organization called upon the government of Bangladesh to ensure impartial 

investigation to be conducted into allegation.
5
 

 

Here goes the introductory statement of the state department of USA which depicts the real 

picture of the human rights condition in Bangladesh …. 

“Security forces committed extrajudicial killings and were responsible for custodial deaths, torture, and arbitrary 

arrest and detention. The failure to investigate fully extrajudicial killings by security forces, including several deaths 

in custody of alleged criminals detained by the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), remained a matter of serious concern. 

Some members of the security forces acted with impunity. Prison conditions at times were life-threatening, lengthy 

pretrial detention continued to be a problem, and authorities infringed on citizens' privacy rights. An increasingly 

politicized judiciary exacerbated problems in an already overwhelmed judicial system and constrained access to 

justice for members of opposition parties. The government limited freedom of speech and of the press, self-

censorship continued, and security forces harassed journalists. The government curbed freedom of assembly, and 

politically motivated violence remained a problem. Official corruption and related impunity continued. 

Discrimination against women, and violence against women and children remained serious problems, as did 

discrimination against persons with disabilities and against persons based on their sexual orientation. Trafficking in 

persons remained a serious problem. Violence against religious and ethnic minorities still occurred, although many 

government and civil society leaders stated that these acts often had political or economic motivations and could not 

be attributed only to religious belief or affiliation. Limits on worker rights and child labor remained problems”
6
 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
3
 Amnesty International public statement, 23 February 2010, For immediate release, AI Index: ASA 13/005/2010 

4
 Published on the official website of Amnesty International, www.amnesty.org dated 1 July, 2010 

5
 Human Right Watch on its official website www.hrw.org on July 7, 2010 

6
 http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2010/sca/154478.htm 

 

http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.hrw.org/
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2010/sca/154478.htm
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 A primary schoolteacher who was critically injured in police action had died. His fault 

was that he had joined the ranks of the underprivileged teachers of non-government 

primary schools. Things went frantic and the inevitable happened when police, the so-

called friends of people, resorted to the use of water cannon and truncheon at Shahbagh 

intersection to tame the teachers.
7
  

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In Gandupa area of Maymanshingh, a BNP leader named Abdul Khalek is killed. When 

Khalek was returning from his grocery shop, 5 or 6 terrorists attacked him and stabbed 

him randomly. He was killed in the spot. The terrorists fired 5or 6 rounds of false fire and 

escaped after the incidence.
8
  

 A leader of Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal was hacked to death in Jessore. The victim was 

identified as Raihan Uddin, 30, general secretary of Fulsora union unit of Jubo Dal, a 

youth organisation of main opposition BNP.  A group of miscreants, led by one Bishe, an 

upazila parishad member, intercepted the vehicle Raihan was traveling by around 

4:00am, reports our Benapole correspondent. The criminals stabbed Raihan 

indiscriminately, leaving him critically injured. He was rushed to Jessore Medical 

College Hospital where he succumbed to his injury around 10:00am.
9
 

 An opposition activist was killed and 70 people were injured in clashes between activists 

of Awami League and BNP in different districts on the eve of hartal. 

According to United News of Bangladesh, village doctor Jahangir Alam Khokon, a BNP 

activist, was killed and seven others were injured when ruling party men reportedly 

attacked a procession of BNP-Jamaat at Poddarhat in Lakshmipur sadar upazila.
10

 

                                                           
7 Amar Desh 17.05.12   
8 Daily Sangram 13.05.12 
9  Daily Star 4.05.12   
10 New Age 29.04.12 

                                                   Killing 

 



6 |  P a g e
 

 

 

Assault on Media and Freedom of Expression 

 

 Photojournalists of different newspapers and television channels, who were allegedly 

barred from taking snap of arrestees, observed a 30-minute sit-in in front of Dinajpur 

police station. Sources said police arrested one Abdul Shobhan, 45, son of late Md 

Danaullah of Munshipara area along with a woman from a rented house in Dinajpur 

Satellite town. On information, photojournalists of different national dailies and TV 

channels rushed to the PS but police mysteriously obstructed them from discharging their 

duties.
11

  

 In Pabna Government Edward College campus, two journalists were stabbed by 

criminals. One of the victims was General Secretary of Pabna press club and another was 

a journalist of NTV and Daily Samakal. After this incident, the victims were admitted to 

hospital and journalists of that district went on strike and kept demonstrating
12

. 

 Prominent journalist Shafik Rehman was called on a hearing to high court on allotment of 

plot in Tejgaon industrial zone. On the other hand, two former state ministers were also at 

court for issues.  High court ordered them to show cause why the designs for allotted 

lands were not violation of relevant laws
13

. 

 Chhatra Shibir and Jamat demonstrated promptly in many places in the city after arrest of 

BNP‟s general secretary and senior leaders of 18 – party alliance. In Malibagh, police 

attacked the demonstrators and arrested 11 activists
14

.  

 A newsman from two local newspapers went to collect information at local Police station 

in Katthalia. He was given death threats and slandered before the OC of the police 

station. Later journalists of Katthalia press club brought out a rally and demonstrated 

against this cowardly act
15

. 

 Amar Desh Printing press in Tejgaon was a target of terrorist attack. At night a bomb 

blast was heard by staffs and guards. They saw smoke coming out and people ran in fear. 

Witnesses say they saw a microbus rushed away from the spot. Previously, editor-in-chief 

of this daily was a target of such an attack
16

. 

 Secretary General of Baliadangy press club was beaten and attempted to kill when he 

went to collect information to a local hospital. The criminals tried to stifle him to death 

and stole his camera, money and identity cards. Later these criminals threatened him in 

his cabin where he was being treated for his wounds
17

. 

 In Baufal, Patuakhali, two journalists were beaten up and given death threats by a group 

of BCL and Juba league cadres. The group was supported by an MP. This attack was 

linked to news on corruption published in a daily made by those two journalists. A case 

                                                           
11  Daily Star 30.04.12 
12 Amar Desh: 20.5.2012 
13 Amar Desh: 17.5.2012 
14 Amar Desh: 17.5.2012 
15 Amar Desh: 15.5.2012 
16 Amar Desh: 19.5.2012 
17 Amar Desh: 18.5.2012 
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filed charging the leader of the miscreants and a complaint against more than a hundred 

BCL-Juba League cadres were entered in general diary of local police station
18

. 

 A journalist working with a daily Bangladesh Pratidin and DeshTV was injured by staffs 

of Prime Hospital in Noakhali. Journalists of Noakhali Press club brought about a rally 

on demand of justice for the injured journalist
19

. 

 Suranjit Sengupto, the railway minister resigned after his bribe scandal had been trying to 

get back is position. He purported that the scandal was an exaggeration by media. He 

announced he would be back to political scene again because he was proven innocent
20

. 

 A group of Jubo League activists assaulted five television journalists and damaged four 

video cameras when the newsmen tried to cover a BNP-enforced hartal in Abhoynagar 

upazila of Jessore.
21

 

  Journalists covering their 

faces with black cloth bring out a silent procession in Pabna town demanding arrest and 

punishment of the criminals who injured the daily Samakal journalist ABM Fazlur 

Rahman on the campus of Government Edward College in Pabna
22

 

 The Shaymnagar representative of Daily Amar Desh and president of local press club 

Samiul Manir was threatened to death by Jubo League leader Manirujjaman. 
23

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
18 Amar Desh: 18.5.2012 
19 Amar Desh: 18.5.2012 
20 Amar Desh: 17.5.2012 
21 Daily Star 07.05.12 
22 Daily Star 23.05.12 
23  Amar Desh 20.05.12   
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 The local representative of Daily Kalerkantha was attacked by the nephew of State 

minister of Home affairs, as the journo covered a story about the alleged corruption of the 

minister. Previously, representative of another newspaper Daily Inqilab was being 

arrested by police as he covered a news which was perceived to be against the younger 

brother of the same minister.
24

 

 In Nawapara of Jessore, 6 journalists were injured by local Jubo League. The journalists 

were covering the news of Hartal called by the local BNP.
25

 

 A hand bomb was blasted in the press factory of Daily Amar Desh. None was injured, but 

there was a loud sound of the explotion. Police said they don‟t have any clue.
26

 

 15 journalists were injured while covering  the news in CMM court in Dhaka. Journalists 

alleged that police deliberately attacked the journalists and specifically attacked the photo 

journalists.
27

 

 All the journalist leaders of Bangladesh has condemned the abrupt raid of police in Daily 

Sangram and weekly Sonar Bangla office. Police raided the two offices, vandalized the 

office stationary and harassed the journalists working there.
28

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
24 Amar Desh 5.05.12   
25 Prothom Alo 07.05.12 
26 Amar Desh 17.05.12   
27 Amar Desh 
28 Amar Desh  05.05.12   
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Torture, Harassment and Vandalizing 

 

 Cultural activists of Jahangirnagar University have to stay out of their dormitories as 

Bangladesh Chhatra League men allegedly threaten to beat them up.
29

 

 

 Clashes between two groups of Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) over establishing 

supremacy on Dhaka College campus left at least 15 injured, two of them bullet-hit, The 

groups-- one led by Al Mahmud Tarique and another by Mahmudur Rahman Titu-- 

engaged in an altercation around 2:30am at north dormitory of the college, which soon 

turned into a clash.
30

 

 Allegedly giving in to political pressure from Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL), 

Shahbagh Police Station freed two youths, who had earlier confessed to snatching a 

motorcycle, after taking a bond. The duo are Fuad Alam, former vice-president of Dhaka 

University unit BCL and an MPhil student of political science department, and Mahtab, a 

DU master's student of anthropology department and a president aspirant of Kabi Jasim 

Uddin Hall unit BCL.
31

 

 Two activists of Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) were injured in a factional clash at 

Omar Gani MES College in the port city. The injured, Shakil and Rotan Dey, were 

undergoing treatment at Chittagong Medical College Hospital (CMCH), said Nayek Md 

Mijanur Rahman of CMCH police outpost.
32

 

 At least 10 people, including two policemen, were injured during a clash between the 

activists of Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) and Jubo League over control of a sand 

quarry in Parashuram upazila.
33

 

 A journalist was beaten up in Bera, Pabna by miscreants. This attack was linked to a 

report on an MP‟s corruption and tender manipulation. The victim‟s brother filed a case 

against the criminals. The OC of the local police station said they were trying to catch the 

criminals.
34

 

                                                           
29 Daily Star 30.04.12 
30 Daily Star 30.05.12 
31 Daily Star 04.05.12 
32 Daily Star 23.05.12 
33 Daily Star 20.05.12 
34 Prothom-Alo: 15.5.2012 
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 7 cultural activists were badly injured in an attack by BCL unit in Jahangirnagar 

University. The injured ones were quickly transferred to a local hospital in Savar. The 

students and cultural activists were rallying demanding resignation of the VC
35

.  

 In Chouddogram, a group of miscreants shattered and looted house of an expatriate. Two 

women were severely injured. News reports on this incident had photos of a woman 

collapsed on ground. In Singra, a Juba league leader was beaten up by men from his own 

unit
36

. 

 In Rupganj, a Juba Dal leader was chopped by other Juba League cadres. The attackers 

took away the leader‟s mobile phone and money. That group of cadres was feared in the 

locality. They had several murder charges against them
37

. 

 In Haathajari, Chittagong a riot took place after police abolished an illegal occupation on 

a land for its owner. During the process people attacked police and the riot began. Many 

were injured. In Shirajganj, a BNP leader was hammered by local BCL and Juba League 

miscreants
38

. 

 In Chatkhil, a BNP leader and former UP chairman received death threat via phone. He 

had been receiving this threat for months and recently was threatened that his body would 

be hidden away after killing him. He entered a complaint in general diary of Chatkhil 

Police Station
39

. 

 BCL leaders and their men bit up principal of BL College, Khulna. A particular BCL 

leader was not let give a speech in a program, later a group of BCL leaders rushed in the 

principal‟s room and injured him physically. Teachers arranged a meeting to settle 

actions against shameful act
40

. 

 Police placed chargesheet with 65 BNP leaders‟ names alleging them of vandalism and 

destroying properties on 22-April hartal. 150 unknowns were listed other than the 65 

BNP leaders
41

.  

 In Jessore, BCL cadres attacked Jamat office several times a day. The District Emir and 

10 other activists were injured in this attack. Police was present at the spot. The BCL men 

fired guns and blasted small bombs
42

.  

 Local BCL and Juba League members beat up staff appointment and management 

committee members of Vulua Degree College, Neyajpur, Noakhali. Fear spread in the 

campus. Local BCL leaders had been lobbying for a post of Computer Operator which 

was not given to them and this led to the attack by BCL men
43

. 

 A BCL leader from Dhaka University hall of Ziaur Rahman snatched money and mobile 

phones from 3 men in Sohrawardy Park. That BCL leader and his accomplices beat up 

these men and the victims were taken to hospital for treatment. Later the BCL leader said 

that those men were „Shibir men‟ that is why he beat them
44

. 

 Police foiled an 18-party rally in Chittagong. Police shot tear shells and rubber bullets at 

the rally. 200 leaders and activists were injured and 17 were arrested. Among the injured 

                                                           
35 Sangram: 29.5.2012 
36 Amar Desh: 9.5.2012 
37 Amar Desh: 14.5.2012 
38 Amar Desh: 8.5.2012 
39 Amar Desh: 1.5.2012 
40 Amar Desh: 6.5.2012; Prothom Alo: 7.5.12 
41 Amar Desh: 6.5.2012 
42 Sangram: 28.5.2012 
43 Prothom-Alo: 6.5.12 
44 Prothom-Alo: 3.5.12 



11 |  P a g e
 

ones, there were several senior BNP leaders. In Netrokona 30 BNP men and in Nilfamari 

10 of them were injured by police
45

. 

 A clash between BNP and Awami League men fueled by a previous car collision took 

place in Teknaf, Cox‟s Bazar. This clash left more than 50 injured. During the clash 

Awami League men damaged a petrol pump owned by a BNP leader
46

. 

 In Daulatpur, Manikganj, BCL and  Juba League groups manipulated tender procedure of 

a work order of construction of six school which amounted taka 2 crore. Upazilla 

Engineer took a bribe of taka 2 lakh, sources said and the AL groups made taka 11 lakh 

out of this manipulation
47

. 

 In Shailakupa and Jaldhaka, attacks and clashes led by miscreants left more than 50 

wounded. In Koshba, AL men shattered office owned by a BNP leader. In Shailakupa, a 

conflict in community left 20 wounded. In Kuliachar, a clash left 10 wounded
48

. 

 A news report reveals the horror picture of sexual violence upon women. In Kalapara, 

Patuakhali, son of an Awami leader raped a mother of two who was a homemaker. The 

local a Awami leaders tried to „settle‟ the issue in an extra-judicial way of theirs but 

people caught the rapist and handed over to police. In Laksham, a man attempted to rape 

a woman
49

. 

 In Koyra, Khulna, Awami League men damaged a local BNP office and looted its 

valuables. In Ashuganj and Agoiljhara, clashes took place leaving more than fifty injured. 

In Rangabali, Potuakhali, an Awami leader was alleged of looting fish
50

. 

 In Senbag, Ashulia clashes between BCL and Juba League took place. During the clash 

properties were damaged and valuables were looted from the spots. In Rajbari, miscreants 

cut veins and sliced off fingers of a man. In Sonargaon, police attacked a BNP rally. In 

Companyganj and Kalapara, BCL men attacked BNP leaders and activists
51

. 

 In Araijhajar, Narayanganj an Awami UP chairman‟s men damaged and looted a BNP 

leader‟s house. The Awami UP chairman attempted to snatch the land belonged to the 

BNP leader. He claimed that it was originally his and the BNP leader took it away in 

BNP regime
52

. 

 In Koshba, Brahminbaria, Upazilla Jamat‟s secretary was arrested by police. In Koshba, 

police attacked a rally brought about by BNP leaders. Police filed cases charging around 

500 BNP leaders and activists at night on 29
th

 April, 2012
53

. 

 In Louhojong, Awami League men damaged BNP office severely and fired 11 shots. The 

attack was related to publicizing before the UP election and scaring the candidates off the 

election. The acting police chief of the local police station acknowledged the case of 

firing
54

.   

 Chargesheet of the Vandalsim at Bishwanath, Sylhet during 23
rd

 April Hartal on the 

abducted BNP leader Ilias Ali was placed before court. The chargesheet accused 253 

                                                           
45 Prothom-Alo: 14.5.12 
46 Prothom-Alo: 4.5.12 
47 Amar Desh: 6.5.2012 
48 Amar Desh: 30.4.2012 
49 Amar Desh: 8.5.2012 
50 Amar Desh: 3.5.2012 
51 Amar Desh: 7.5.2012 
52 Prothom-Alo: 3.5.2012 
53 Prothom_alo: 7.5.2012 
54 Amar Desh: 12.5.2012 
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BNP leaders including 6 UP chairmen of damaging 18 government establishments and 

UNP‟s house
55

. 

 In Jessore, BCL cadres attacked a student hostel and shattered it. They took away mobile 

phones and money from the students. 12 students were injured during this attack. A group 

of 11 or 12 with sticks and steel rods entered the hostel and without any notice they 

started beating
56

. 

 In Rajshahi, clashes during hartal between BNP men and police left 10 injured. Police 

captured 10 of them. Emir of Jamat in Rajshahi blamed the attack by police on his party 

men. He added that 2 students abducted from IU were not recovered and involuntary 

disappearances are rising at an alarming scale
57

. 

 In Kalapara, Potuakhali, BCL men beat up a BNP leader and stole his motorcycle. The 

BNP leader was taking his motorcycle to a local garage near a Buddhist Monastery where 

the BCL miscreants blocked his way and demanded money. When the victim denied 

giving money they started beating him and he ran and took refuge in a nearby house
58

. 

 In Sonaimuri, Noakhali, several clashes took place between BNP and Awami groups. 

Shops were shattered and set fire on. 35 were injured including policemen. Local 

administration issued code 144 to avoid further conflict
59

. 

 In Begumganj, clashes between BNP and Awami League groups with a lot of chasing 

one another left 12 wounded. In Feni, police beat up Land administration staffs. In 

Pirojpur, clashes left 7 wounded including a female student
60

. 

 In Ujirpur, a joint force of Police, BCL, Sramik League foiled a BNP rally. Their 

crackdown left 20 wounded. A local BNP secretary was badly hurt and was sent to 

hospital for treatment
61

.  

 In Islami University, an attack of Police and BCL on an assembly left at least 25 

wounded.  The assembly was arranged by Chhatra Dal (BNP). They were demanding 

reinstatement of caretaker government system. Later BNP men blocked high away for an 

hour and broke down vehicles on the road
62

. 

 A news report revealed that a group of criminals tried to abduct a BNP leader in Raujan, 

Chittagong. The BNP leader claimed that this was a case of what is infamously known as 

political „involuntary disappearance‟ which increased in recent years. A group of 40 to 50 

blocked his car and forced him on a CNG scooter but locals stopped it at a bridge and the 

abductors escaped
63

. 

 After denial of bails for opposition leaders, BNP faction of lawyers demonstrated and 

police attacked them. This attack left 1 lawyer and 5 journalists wounded. Associate 

secretary of Nationalist Lawyers‟ forum was hit in the head and was taken to hospital for 

treatment
64

. 

                                                           
55 Prothom_alo: 16.5.2012 
56 Sangram: 16.5.2012 
57 Sangram: 30.4.2012 
58 Sangram: 6.5.2012 
59 Prothom_alo: 3.5.2012 
60 Amar Desh: 5.5.2012 
61 Amar Desh: 8.5.2012 
62 Sangram: 25.5.2012 
63 Prothom-Alo: 18.5.2012 
64 Prothom-Alo: 17.5.2012 
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 Police beat students of Maheshpur Pilot High School while they were demonstrating 

demanding reinstatement of a retired head master. Among the students 20 were wounded. 

The guardians and authorities opined with reprehension on this police attack
65

. 

 In Gaforgaon, MP Giasuddin is known as a godfather to local criminals and a „prince of 

corruption‟. He recently came up in news after firing gunshots at people. A photo of this 

MP was published in news papers that show MP Giasuddin is holding out a gun through 

window of his Prado and brandishing it. Giasuddin is a known extortionist and criminal 

who has administration under control
66

. 

 A news report referring to recently published news revealed that BCL leaders of Dhaka 

University were using beating politically uninvolved students to make money. Recently 

central committee for BCL had been formed and illegal sources to make money were 

being controlled by BCL committee leaders. So, other BCL leaders were now beating 

students and snatching their money, mobile phones and laptops
67

.  

 In Kalapara, Potuakhali, BCL men attacked and wounded 10 Juba Dal (BNP) men. Juba 

Dal men were at a meeting and on their way back they were „ambushed‟ by a group of 

BCL men. Those 10 wounded Juba Dal men were admitted to hospital. No complaint was 

filed at local police station
68

. 

 Police installed CC cameras at the gate of the abducted BNP leader Ilias Ali. Ilias Ali‟s 

family said that no one asked for their permission before installing those cameras nor any 

reason was showed. Moreover, a group of Detective Branch tried to enter Ali‟s flat by 

force
69

. 

 Teachers‟ forum at Jagannath University arranged a human chain demanding permanent 

expel of the BCL leaders that beat up 3 teachers of the university. The teachers wore 

black badges. The teachers said that the campus had become a territory of BCL and 

administration was not doing anything about it
70

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
65 Prothom-Alo: 17.5.2012 
66 Amar Desh: 20.5.2012 
67 Amar Desh: 22.5.2012 
68 Prothom-Alo, Amar Desh: 21.5.2012 
69 Amar Desh: 21.5.2012 
70 Amar Desh: 21.5.2012 
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Intervening in Legal procedure and manipulation of Administrative power 

 State minister for Law Advocate Kamrul Islam has asked the activists of Awami League 

to be active in the streets on the day of Hartal or general strike called by the opposition. 

He claimed that the opposition was planning to make attacks on public property and that 

Awami League activists had the responsibility to revoke them.
71

   

   

 Police have arrested the central leaders of the 18 party opposition alliance after they had 

submitted themselves at the court. In a rare verdict, the court sent all the leaders to jail. 

Among the arrested are BNP acting Secretary Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, Chairman of 

LDP Col. Oli Ahmed, BJP Chairman Barrister Andalib Rahman Partho, JAGPA 

President Shafiul Alam Prodhan, NPP president Sheikh Showkat Hossain Nilu, BNP 

Central Committee members Dr. Khondokar Mosharraf Hossain, M K Anwar, A S M 

Hannan Shah, Mirza Abbas, Goassher Chandra Ray, BNP Vice Chairman Sadek Hossain 

Khoka, Co Secretary AmanUllah Aman, Organizing Seretary Fazlul HAque Milon, 

International Secretary NAzim Uddin Alam, Ruhul Quddus Talukdar Dulu, Student 

Secretary Shahid Uddin Couwdhury Anny, Jubodal Secretary Saiful Alam Nirob, 

President of Shechashebok Dal HAbib Un Nabi Khan Soohel, Secretary Mir Sharafat Ali 

Shopu, Chhatradal President Sultan SalahUddin Tuku, Secretary Amirul Islam Alim, Co-

president Habibur Rashid Habib, Organizing Secretary Anisur Rahman Khokon, Dhaka 

City Norht president Kamal Anwar Khan, Jubodal Dhaka city north secretary S M 

Jahangir, Dhaka city South secretary Rafiqul Alam Mojnu, Shechashebok dal Dhaka city 

north convenor Yasin Ali, Chhatradal Dhaka University convenor Abdul Matin and many 

others. The arrest  has surprised everyone as such a mass arrest of leaders has never taken 

place in the country ever before.
72

            

 A teacher has been killed after he had been severely injured at the hands of police in 

Dhaka. Azizur Rahman, a teacher of primary school died when the primary school 

teachers held a day long protest and were attacked by police, using water cannons. The 

leaders of the teachers union were furious at the incident. They are continuing their strike 

until hteir demands are going to be fulfilled. 
73

 

  

 The day long general strike called by chief opposition, the 18 party alliance has been 

carried out all over the country successfully. Police arrested BNP central education 

secretary Khairul Kabir Khokon and many other leaders all over the country. Earlier 33 

leaders of the opposition including BNP acting secretary Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 

were arrested.
74

 

 Police created a tough barrier around the central office of BMP at NAya Paltan during the 

day long national strike called by the opposition. Police did not let the leaders of BNP 

come out of the office and take part in any procession. The central leaders of BNP were 

all kept confined in the premises of the office. Police arrested 4 people including BNP 

education secretary Khairul Kabir Khokon during the blockade.
75
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 The people of Bangladesh are facing a form of terror in the form of police in civil dress 

and their white microbuses. These members of the law enforcing agency are raiding and 

arresting the leaders of the opposition BNP. In the last 27 months, a total of 122 persons 

have been abducted in this way. In most of the cases, the bodies of these people have not 

been found. No information of their arrest and whereabouts are provided by the police. 

BNP central leader Ilias Ali is the latest of the victims.
76

 

 The 33 leaders of the 18 party opposition of Bangladesh have been sent to Kashimpur jail 

of Gazipur. Of them, 7 have received division. The rest 26 have been kept at the High 

Security prison Cell with other dangerous terrorists including those who have been sent 

to death. The BNP and 18 party leaders were arrested as part of the crackdown after a 

case was filed against them alleging that they had taken part in burning cars during hartal. 

The detainees include BNP acting secretary Mirza Fakrul Islam Alamgir, Jatiyo Party 

Chairman Andalib Rahman Partho and all the central leaders of BNP, Chhatradal, 

Shechashebok DAl, Jubodal and others.
77

 

 Police have raided the office of the chief of opposition and BNP Chairperson Begum 

Khaleda Zia at gulshan. The same team later raided the house of abducted BNP leader 

Ilias Ali. No arrests were made. But the wife of Ilias Ali strongly condemned the raid. 

She claimed hat the raid was made only to harass her and her family. 
78

 

 Awami League leaders have attacked the homes of 3 landless families at Rampal, 

Bagerhat. Ward Awami League president Hazi Farid led the attacks when the homes and 

property of the families of Mozaffar Hossain, Monabbar Hossain and Mofazzal Hossain 

was ransacked. Elsewhere in Natore, a Chhatradal leader Jakaria Al Razi was attacked 

and severely injured at the hands of local Chhatraleague activists.
79

 

  

 The jails of Bangladesh are flooding with detainees, sometimes holding 5 times the 

capacity of their capacity. Most of the detainees are arrested as part of the Government‟s 

crackdown over the opposition and also due to the personal wraths of Awami League 

leaders. Dhaka central jail, with the capacity of 2700, is now hosting more than 10,000 

detainees. The total capacity of the country‟s jails is 27,291 whereas the total number of 

detainees is more than 1,00,000.
80

 

 Saudi diplomat and former ambassador to Bangladesh, Dr. Ali Al Ghamdi has written a 

letter to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and requested that she release Ex Ameer of 

Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami Prof. Gulam Azam and other leaders. He stated that 

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, father of the PM and First President of the 

country did not arrest or bring forward any allegations against these leaders. Hence they 

should be released as their detention seems only based on political intentions.
81

 

  

 A leader of BNP, Kishoreganj branch has been tortured severely at the hands of police in 

prison, alleged his family. Khaled Saifullah, Seneior Co-Secretary of Kishoreganj district 

BNP, was arrested by the police on 2 cases filed against him. Since then he has received 

                                                           
76 Amar Desh 19-05-12 
77 Amar Desh 19-05-12 
78 Amar Desh 19-05-12 
79 Amar Desh 19-05-12 
80 Sangram 19-05-12 
81 Sangram 19-05-12 



16 |  P a g e
 

severe injuries on his right leg and cannot walk in prison. His family demanded his 

release and proper treatment.
82

 

 The lawyer of detained BNP leader SalahUddin Qader Chowdhury has alleged that the 

witness against his clients were chosen due to their political identities and rivalries and 

that these witnesses have no relationship with the charges brought against S Q 

Chowdhury. The first witness against him was Prof. Dr. Anisuzzaman, who was not a 

witness to the events that he has testified against and the witness has stated that he had 

heard of the incidents via other people. The lawyer also alleged that the witness had 

political and ideological animosity towards S Q Chowdhury and that was the reason he 

was a witness to a case to which he has no relations.
83

 

 BNP Chairperson and leader of the opposition Begum Khaleda Zia has stated that 

elections would be held only under the supervision of a caretaker government, otherwise 

not. She also said that dialogue with the government would only be possible if they agree 

to reinstate the caretaker government. Otherwise the on going anti govt. movement would 

go on indefinitely.
84

 

  

 Police have arrested Hemayet Uddin, a witness who was supposed to testify on behalf of 

Maulana Delwar Hossain Saidee, Nayeb E Ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami from 

pirozpur. The lawyer of Maulana Saidee strongly condemned the arrest of his witness and 

said that if the harassment and arrest of the witnesses on behalf of his clients continued, 

the fair trial would be severely questioned.
85

 

 BNP, USA branch has held a mass starvation campaign in front of the United Nations 

building at New York in demand of the release of BNP central leader Ilias Ali and the 

Reinstatement of the Caretaker law.  All the leaders of BNP USA Branch attended the 

programme. 
86

 

 The Police officers who have publicly harassed, attacked and tortured BNP activists, are 

being awarded with promotions. Instead of taking action against these convicted officers, 

the govt. is awarding them with promotions and important postings just because they are 

staunch supporters and ex activists of Bangladesh Chhatraleague. Harun Ur Rashid and 

Biplob Kumar Sarkar, the officers who had attacked Chief Whip of the Opposition, 

Jaynal Abedin Faruk were said to have been facing investigation. Instead, they were 

promoted and assigned to important positions. Similar cases followed suit, raising 

questions and discontent in the police force. Some are saying that the government is not 

evaluating the honest hard working officers and instead giving priority to the officers 

who were leaders of Chhatraleague prior to joining the force.
87

 

 Detained Nayeb E Ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat E ISlami Maulana Delwar Hossain 

Saidee is facing inhuman behavior at the war crimes tribunal. He was brought to the court 

and kept in the lock up the whole day without bringing him to the court room as another 

hearing was in process. The lawyers of Maulana Saidee made several requests to the 

court to end the days proceedings but the judge insisted on holding the trial. At the end of 
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the day, with no trial held, Maulana Saidee was sent back to the prison. Mulana Saidee is 

s everely ill with back pain and other symptoms.
88

 

 Police have attacked a procession of BNP at Sirajganj and injured at least 15 people 

while arresting 15. The procession was brought out in protest of the arresting of central 

BNP leaders.
89

   

 A journalist has been attacked and injured by a close relative of the State minister for 

home affairs. The journalist, Abdullah Al Mamun is a reporter of the daily Kaler Kantha. 

Moreover, a case was filed against the journalist himself after the attacks. The incident 

took place at Bera, Pabna.
90

 

 The government has taken the policy to keep the opposition under pressure after a mass 

movement has begun in response to the abduction of Ilias Ali, central BNP leader. The 

government does not want to sit with the opposition on the issue of caretaker government 

now. Rather, it has taken the decision to continue its crackdown on the opposition.
91

 

 Almost a month has passed without any clue towards where abducted BNP leader Ilias 

Ali might be. However Police have filed a case against 209 leaders and activists of BNP 

and Jamaat at Bishwanath, Sylhet after they had brought out a procession in demand of 

the release of Ilias Ali. The inhabitants of Bishwanath have expressed their deep concern 

over the abduction of their leader and the case that has caused all other activist to evict 

their homes afterwards.
92

 

 Police have filed cases against Jamaat and BNP leaders at Chittagong on accusation of 

attacking the police during a procession in Chittagong. Police had earlier attacked the 

procession brought out by the 18 party opposition alliance. The 6 cases filed constitute 

allegations against 2300 people.
93

    

 The Chief prosecuting officer in the case of Maulan Delwar Hossain Saidee has been 

questioned by Maulana Saidee‟s lawyers at the ongoing trial at the war crimes tribunal. 

However, the lawyers protested when the prosecution attempted to guide the prosecutor 

by directing him answers. The lawyers said that this can not be done as the prosecutor 

was receiving help from the judge directly in giving answers.
94

 

 At least 25 to 26 cases has been filed against BNP leaders and activists at Khulna after 

they protested the abduction of BNP central leader Ilias Ali. At least 500 activists have 

been made defendants in these cases.
95

 

 A charge sheet is going to be submitted against central BNP leaders as police is claiming 

to have found evidence against them. The case was filed after a bus was set ablaze at 

Tejgaon, Dhaka. Police are now saying that the BNP central leaders took part in the 

incident. 
96

 

 Touring Secretary of State Hilary Clinton has expressed her concern over various issues 

concerning Bangladesh. She stated these during her tour of Bangladesh. The issues 
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included Grameen Bank, crackdown on the opposition, the war crimes tribunal, human 

rights issues etc. 
97

  

 Police have filed 6 cases, suing 220 leaders and activists of BNP on charges of setting 

ablaze a bus in Dhaka city. The central leaders of BNP have all been included in the list 

of the sued. 
98

 

 Police have filed a case aginst 70 leaders and activists of BNP after they help processions 

in protest of the abduction of BNP central leader Ilias Ali, at Barayanganj. All leaders of 

BNP narayanganj branch have been sued in the case and they are not staying in their 

homes to avoid arrest.
99

 

 The charge sheet filed aginst Asst. Secretary General of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami 

Abdul Qader Molla has been copied from a book written by journalist Shariar Kabir. The 

lawyer of Mr. Molla also stated that the prosecution had written the charge sheet without 

any investigation, rather it has chosen the heinous tract of copying from a book, the only 

source where any allegations can be found against his client.
100

  

 2 students have been tortured by Chhatraleague activists at Mastar Da Surjo Sen Hall at 

the University of Dhaka as they were accused of being members of Bangladesh Islami 

Chhatrashibir. Rumi and Moudud were the 2 victims. They were beaten severely and 

their possessions looted as they were confronted by Chhatraleague activists.
101

 

 The authority of Rangpur Medical College has allotted 12 rooms to Chhatraleague 

activists, where 36 students related to Chhatrashibir were studying. The allotment was 

changed unlawfully which led to a bloody clash between the 2 organizations. The leaders 

of Chhatrashibir has claimed that the rooms were unlawfully allotted to Chhatraleague 

without informing Chhatrashibir activists.
102

 

 Police have detained 5 activists of Islami Chhatarshibir from Kustia. They were arrested 

on charges of acts against the state. They were sleeping when police raided their house.
103

 

 Chhatraleague have attacked and ransacked the office of Jessore district Bangladesh 

Jamat E Islami. They injured at least 10 activists of Jamaat during the incident. Elsewhere 

Awami League activists have clashed with general people at kapashia leaving 20 

injured.
104

 

 Different Journalist organizations have strongly criticized the raiding of the offices of the 

Daily Sangram and Weekly Sonar Bangla by the police. Police harassed the officers and 

journalists at the offices. BFUJ, DUJ, Press Club, DRU etc have strongly opposed the 

crack down on newspapers and freedom of expression by the current government.  
105

 

 The lawyer of detained Assistant Secretary General of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami Abdul 

Qader Molla has stated that the charges brought against him cannot prove that Mr. Molla 

was involved in any crimes during 1971. The charge sheet contains no proof of his 

presence or involvement of any sorts in the events of 71. He also said that Mr. Molla was 

being harassed only because he was a leader of Jamaat E Islami.
106
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 Wife of detained ex Ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami Prof. Golam Azam has stated 

that her husband was being kept in an inhuman condition in the prison cell. In the midst 

of summer, no form of cooling was provided to the 90 year old detainee. He is not being 

let out of the room and the room is severely fortified so that no light can enter it. She 

demanded that these conditions should be improved at once as the 9-0 year old man was 

suffering from severe health problems in these conditions.
107

 

 Detained Ex Ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami Prof. Goalm Azam is not being 

provided with any form of books or literature and his writing privileges have also been 

taken away from him as he was not being provided with any form of paper. His lawyers 

alleged that he was not even being provided with the Holy Quran.
108

  

  Wife of detained ex Ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami Prof. Golam Azam has 

demanded the resignation of the Chairman of Bangladesh Human Rights Commission Dr. 

Mizanur RAhman after he demanded that the detained should be shifted from his prison 

cell at BSMMU to the central Jail. She said that it was inhuman of Dr. Mizan to ask this 

to be done in the case of a 90 year old personality.
109

 

 Detained ex Ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami Prof. Golam Azam has stated that the 

charges brought against him were false. He claimed that Bangabandhu Seikh Mujibur 

Rahman had not found him guilty of any crimes as did other investigations. He claimed 

that Awami League began this campaign against him after 2001, calling him a war 

criminal, whereas he was never accused of this ever before. He made these statements at 

the war crimes tribunal after the charges formed against him were placed before the 

court.
110

 

 The lawyer of detained ex Ameer of Bangladesh JAmaat E Islami Prof Golam Azam has 

stated that the charges formed against his client were completely false. He also stated that 

the 62 charges brought against Golam Azam did not contain one bit of truth and did not 

contain any evidence. He said that they would file a review petition at the tribunal.
111

 

 The charges brought against Kamaruzzaman, Asst. Secretary General of Bangladesh 

Jamaat E Islami, contains no proof or evidence against him. The charge sheet did not 

contain of any names or evidence of Mr. Kamaruzzaman being involved in any crimes in 

1971.
112

 

 Barrister Abdur Razzaq, senior lawyer at the Supreme Court has expressed his deep 

concerns after ratifications were made in the laws of the war crimes tribunal. He said that 

the ratifications would harm the accused severely. 
113

 

 BNP leaders have taken refuge at the Supreme Court lawyers quarters as they were to 

enter court to attend a hearing the following day. This event took place under the threat 

that they might be arrested on sight at the court. BNP acting secretary Mirza Fakhrul 

Islam Alamgir and other central leaders are all spending the night a the supreme court.
114
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 Police have raided the home of detained Chhatradal leader and President of Titumir 

College Chhatradal Shahin and intimidated his family. They vandalized the house and 

harassed family members during the raid.
115

  

 Police have severely tortured BNP leader Rehana Akter Doli. She could not stand in the 

court and collapsed after signs of severe beating were found all over her body. She is Co 

president of a ward BNP. Her lawyers alleged that she was beaten severely in police 

custody.
116

 

 The BNP called general strike has been observed all over the country. The strike was 

called as the abducted BNP central leader Ilias Ali was not yet been found. Police 

attacked any form of processions brought out by the opposition all over the country.
117

 

 Police have raided the house of detained BNP acting secretary Mairza Fakhrul Islam 

Alamgir deep into the night. His wife alleged that they were sleeping when the incident 

took palce. Police not only searched their house, but searched every other flat of the 

building. 
118

  

 Chief prosecutor against Maulana Delwar Hossain Saidee has confessed that of the 24 

reports of ATN Bangla that were submitted to the war crimes tribunal, 23 did not contain 

any allegations against Maulana Saidee, not even his name was mentioned in them. In 

only 1 of the reports was the name of Maulana Saidee mentioned.
119

 

 Police have attacked a procession brought out by the primary teachers association and 

severely injured many teachers. Police violently attacked the procession as well as fired 

hot water at them. Teachers brought out the procession in demand of their jobs being 

made permanent. 
120

   

 Leader of opposition and BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia has alleged that the 

government has deployed a special force to abduct and kill leaders of opposition. She 

made the allegation at Gazipur while addressing a huge meeting. She also demanded the 

reinstatement of the caretaker government.
121

  

 Police have filed around 21,000 cases against a total of 3,00,000 activists of the 

opposition in the last 3 years. Concerned people are saying that the government is 

depending heavily upon these cases to subjugate the opposition. 
122

 

 The Human Rights Report Published by the United States Foreign Affairs department, 

has stated that the main problem for Bangladesh is the killing at the hands of the police. 

The report also stated other points on the human rights situation of Bangladesh.
123

 

 The High Court has ordered the IG of Police to attend the court as part of the case which 

was filed after the abduction of two students of Bangladesh Islamic University. Al 

Muqaddas and Md. Oaliullah were abducted by Police and since then no information of 

their whereabouts has been provided by the police.
124

 

 The family of the 2 abducted students of Bangladesh Islamic University, Kushtia have 

met with president of Supreme Court Bar Association Jainul Abedin and Sadeq Khan, a 
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prominent columnist. They alleged they had tried to meet the Chairman of the Human 

Rights Council, Dr. Mizanur Rahman but they were not given a meeting after repeated 

efforts to secure an appointment.
125

  

 The families of the 2 abducted and missing students of Bangladesh Islamic University 

have held a press conference and stated that 3 months have passed since their abduction 

and still no news of their whereabouts were to be found. They hoped that the Prime 

Minister would take necessary steps to find the students. Al Muqaddas and Waliullah, 

both members of Bangladesh ISlami Chhatrashibir, one being the finace secretary and the 

other the cultural secretary of the University Chhatrashibir, were abducted on their way to 

Kushtia by police.
126

 

 Police have arrested 5 activissts of Bangladesh Islami Chhatrashibir from their office at 

Kapashia, Savar. Police confiscated papers and posters from them while the arrest was 

made.
127

  

 A case has been filed against 11 activists of Islami Chhatrashibir at Rangpur Medical 

College after a violent clash took place at the campus of the college when Chhatraleague 

activists attacked Chhatrashibir activists. 5 of the arrested were sent jail.
128

 

 Bangladesh Islami Chhatrashibir has held a country wide procession in demand of 

withdrawing the cases filed against the president and secretary of the organization. They 

also demanded the release of the leaders of the 18 party opposition alliances from jail.
129

  

 3 months have passed after the gruesome killing of the journalist duo Sagar and Runi but 

police have yet to make any progress in the investigations. 41 people  have been 

questioned and many tortured, but no dint of evidence of who might have committed the 

crime was found. The family of the deceased and the journalist community has expressed 

their surprise and anger at the police for their impotency.
130

 

 Police did not let the 18 party alliance to hold its mass procession in the capital Dhaka. 

They barred the activists from bringing out a procession by stating that proper permission 

was not granted. The procession was to be for the release of the abducted BNP central 

leader Ilias Ali.
131

 

 Police have attacked and injured at least 200 activists of BNP during a procession at 

Chittagong. The president of Chittagong district BNP Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury 

and other senior leaders were injured as the clashes took a violent turn and spread all over 

the city.
132

 

 Finance minister Abul Mal Abdul Muhit has stated that the speech of Hilary Clinton 

concerning Grameen Bank was unwanted and that the government‟s policy towards the 

institute would not change.
133

 

 All investigations into the case of the abduction of BNP central leader Ilias Ali has 

stopped. His family is still awaiting news of the leader after the prime minister assured 

them that all would be done to find Ilias. However the law enforcing agencies have 
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confirmed that no initiatives were undertaken by them and the case was considered to 

have come to a halt.
134

 

 BNP has exclaimed its hope that the government was going to hold dialogue with it on 

the issue of the caretaker government. But the government has strictly denied any such 

initiative. After the recent visit of Hilary Clinton to Bangladesh, the opposition expressed 

this. But the govt. strictly denied any possibility of the reinstatement of the caretaker 

system.
135

 

 The prosecution has submitted a 1268 page evidence at the war crimes tribunal against 

Maulana delwar Hossain Saidee, nayeeb e ameer of Bangladesh Jamaat E Islami. But the 

prosecution gave only 397 pages to the defense and did not provide 871 pages. This is in 

strict violation of all available court rules and practices, said Maulan Saidees lawyer. 

Justice can never be served under such partiality, said the lawyer.
136

 

 Chief prosecutor of the war crimes tribunal has visited the homes of many witnesses who 

were supposed to testify on behalf of Maulana Delwar Hossain Saidee. This has raised 

the eyebrows of the concerned people as the prosecution is already underway. The highly 

unusual visit left many witnesses afraid while some have changed their decision to 

testify.
137

 

 6 media stations were barred from covering the visit of US foreign secretary Hilary 

Clinton to Bangladesh. Amar Desh, Naya Diganta, Dinkal, Sangram, Diganta TV and 

Islamic TV were barred from reporting her visit. The decision came as these stations 

were not supporters of the govt.
138

 

 The first day of the day long strike called by the opposition in demand of the release of 

BNP central leader Ilias Ali has passed with severe clashes all over the country. At least 

512 people were injured and 555 people were arrested during the day. The second day of 

the strike will continue as no news of the abducted leader is yet to be found.
139

  

 Renowned lawyer, former foreign minister and the main convener of the constitution of 

Bangladesh, Dr. kamal Hossain has stated that the number of the abduction t the hands of 

the govt. is far more than that reported in the media. He demanded the immediate release 

of BNP leader Ilias Ali and also expressed concern over the country‟s law and order 

situation.
140

  

 Home Minister Shara Khatun has said that police will not be enough to control the law 

and order situation during the day long strikes called by BNP. So activists of Awami 

League and its sister organizations must be active in the streets to protest the BNP and 

opposition activists. 
141

  

 Supreme Court Bar Association has demanded that the barricades made by police, RAB 

and other law enforcing agencies must be removed at once. Otherwise the lawyers of the 

whole country would go into a protest, demanded the president of the bar, Zainul 

Abedin.
142
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 Hilary Clinton has stated that in the 21
st
 century, in no country can state sponsored 

abduction take place. She said this during her visit to Bangladesh. She also expressed her 

concern over other human rights issues all over the country.   

 Police arrested three leaders of Islami Chhatra Shibir from their office at Munshipara in 

the district town. The arrestees are Shyamnagar upazila unit Shibir secretary Imran 

Hossain, Debahata unit office secretary Abdul Karim and Kaliganj unit office secretary 

Aminur Rahman.
143

 

 At least five people were injured in DIT commercial area of Narayanganj when police 

charged batons on a Jubo Dal rally organised to protest the filing of cases against the 

organisation's central leaders including its president and general secretary.
144

 

 At least five people were injured in DIT commercial area of Narayanganj when police 

charged batons on a Jubo Dal rally organised to protest the filing of cases against the 

organisation's central leaders including its president and general secretary.
145

 

 Police arrested a Rajshahi University student suspecting him to be an activist of Islami 

Chhatra Shibir. The arrested, Al-Amin, a third year student of Arabic department, was 

captured by a group of Bangladesh Chhatra League men, while he arrived on the campus 

to collect his admit card for honours third year final examinations.
146

  

 Amid raids and arrests, senior BNP leaders have gone into hiding, as the government's 

sudden tough stance against the opposition's continuous agitation sent panic sweeping 

through the ranks of the 18-party alliance.
147

 

 A High Court judge felt embarrassed to hear the bail petitions of 27 BNP men, including 

its acting secretary general Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, in two cases filed over the 

violence occurring during hartal. The judge, however, did not mention any reason for his 

embarrassment. Another HC bench refused to hear the bail petitions of some opposition 

leaders, who have remained on the run fearing arrests, while yet another bench passed 

dissenting orders on a bail appeal.
148

 

 International human rights organization Amnesty International in their report has said 

that the International crimes tribunal is not following international standards fully. In 

their report about annual world human rights situation for 2011 there is a separate chapter 

about the international crimes tribunal in Bangladesh.
149
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There has been evidence of widespread corruption by the officials Roads and Highways 

Department, project director and contractors in the Dhaka-Chittagong 4 Lane Highway Project. 

This is being done through delaying the project deadline and frequently raising the project cost. 

Billions has been increased in project cost than the budget.
150

 

 A gang of terrorists led by an ex-BCL leader went to illegally grab a plot in the district of 

Sylhet. They vandalized nearby shops and fire guns on the villagers. Angry villagers 

attacked them with local weapons and handed over 17 of the terrorists to the police.
151

 

 An Awamee League terrorist and a councilor of the Narayanganj City Corporation has 

been accused of grabbing a plot by force. He has also broken down 15 shops and tin-shed 

houses on that plot. The real owners of the plot, afraid of him, dared not go to the 

police.
152

   

 BCL engineer and local cadres have allegedly distributed among themselves a re-tender 

work of constructing six public schools worth of a million. The local Jobu League cadres 

have allegedly bribed the engineer who is in charge of the tender process to manipulate 

the process to their favour.
153

 

 Anti-Corruption Commission has found primary evidence that the Rail Minister‟s APS 

and two Railway officials were involved in the Minister‟s bribery scandal. All of them 

seem to have income from unknown sources and the Commission will soon them notice 

asking their income statement.
154

 

 The so called war hero Lt Gen (retd) M Harun-Ar-Rashid stepped down as member 

secretary of Sector Commanders Forum following reports in media pointing on him of 

using the forum for the business of Destiny-2000 Ltd. However he choose to continue his 

affiliation with the allegedly fraud organization Destiny.
155

  

 Local BCL and Jubo League activists have assaulted the members of the recruitment 

board and management committee of Bhulua Degree College in the district of Noakhali. 

The activists were lobbying to recruit one of their candidates in the post computer 

operation of the college but they got furious the board decided to recruit another 

candidate based on the result of a written and oral test.
156

 

 Some local Jubo League leaders have allegedly snatched tender work worth of Taka 3.5 

million by presenting fake bank drafts. Although they submitted fake bank drafts with 

tender documents, their applications were accepted and in the final lottery they were 

allotted the tender work depriving other 3 real contractors.
157

 

                                                           
150 Amardesh, 23/05/12 
151 Prothom-Alo, 15/05/12  
152 Amardesh, 03/05/12 
153 Amardesh, 06/05/12 
154 Amardesh, 30/04/12 
155 Daily Star 03.05.12 
156 Prothom-Alo, 06/05/12 
157 Amardesh, 14/05/12 

Loot and Corruption 



25 |  P a g e
 

 The Food Ministry is allegedly controlled by a business syndicate led by a ruling party 

MP and assisted by the officials of the Ministry. Recently in a tender work of food 

transportation, all of the applicants proposed the same price which is 12% higher than the 

projected cost.  Yet the work has been allotted to them which would cost the government 

Taka 200-250 million extra.
158

 

 In the district of Mundiganj, a locally influential AL leader is illegally filling up an 

ancient public pond which dates back 600 years. Although the dredging is going on in 

broad daylight, the local administration has not taken any action yet. Armed terrorists 

guard the pond area day and night.
159

  

 A local AL leader in the district of Patuakhali told the press that he was not involved in 

looting the fishery of another AL leader and he claimed the later was illegally raising 

shrimps in a public property of 1500 acres. A few days ago the other AL leader claimed 

in a press conference that an AL leader had demanded taka 2.5 million in extortion from 

him and being refused looted fish worth Taka 25 million from his fishery.
160

 

 A local Jubo League leader has allegedly looted fish worth of Taka 800000 from a public 

pond in the dark of night. Other AL leaders were present at that time and four sacs of fish 

was sent to the local public officer.
161

   

 BNP Chairperson and opposition leader Begum Khaleda Zia has accused the government 

of deploying special forces to kill and conceal the opposition leaders. These forces have 

been made up of BCL, Jubo League, RAB and detective police members, she alleges. 

The government failing to keep its election agenda has resorted to such heinous 

method.
162

 

 BCL cadres have beaten up 4 students and evicted them from SM Hall of the University 

of Dhaka. The 4 students were allegedly members of JCD.
163

 

 The government officials themselves have claimed that the chain of command of the 

administration has broken up. Recently a district level public officer has been assaulted 

by a police officer. In a letter to the Home Minister and the Cabinet Secretary on behalf 

of the Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS) Family, the officials expressed grave concern in 

that incident and apprehended that it might affect the relation between the magistracy and 

the police.
164

   

 Finance Minister AMA Muhit dubbed US Secretary Hillary Clinton‟s comment about 

Grameen Bank „unwanted‟ and „unreasonable‟ while he dubbed that of Dr Yunus‟s 

„totally rubbish‟. Ms Clinton warned that she was looking into the matter and hoped that 
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Bangladesh govt.‟s actions would not affect Grameen Bank. Dr Yunus, on the other hand, 

apprehended that the government was trying to take over Grameen Bank.
165

 

 As part of the central program of BNP, all of its affiliated wings including JCD, Jubodal, 

Shromik Dal, Sechhasebok Dal brought out a joint rally demanding the return of all 

missing leaders including M Elias Ali and the release of all detained leaders.
166

 

 A local Jubo League leader in the district of Mymensing filed a complaint with the police 

against some 50 local BNP activists accusing them of chanting vulgar slogans against 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and sedition.
167

  

 On the hearing of the charge against Assistant Secretary General of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-

Islami Kamaruzzaman, the public prosecutor could not provide a single specific 

allegation of crimes against humanity in the Liberation War of 1971. Though the written 

charges were incomplete and self-contradictory, the prosecutor claimed those to be 

printing mistakes due to lack of time.
168

  

 Some BCL men and outsiders snatched cell phone, moneybag and gold ornaments from a 

student and his girlfriend in the broad daylight from the campus of Islamic University. 

One of them even tried to drag the girl to the nearby woods.
169

 

 Former Rail Minister Suranjit Sengupt informed the press that he was hopeful of 

returning to politics soon. He also criticized the media for humiliating him and his family 

members centering the bribery scandal. Mr. Suranjit resigned from his ministry a month 

ago shouldering the responsibility of taka 7 million bribery scandal. Currently several 

investigations regarding the matter are underway.
170

 

 In the district of Pabna, contractors are building a technical institute and its dormitories 

funded by the government but they are allegedly involved in corrupt practices like 

reducing the amount of rods, RCC piling and using second-hand construction materials. 

Though the local residents and mass representatives have caught them red handed, the 

public engineer-in-charge hasn‟t taken any action. Rather the contractors are threatening 

to file extortion case against them.
171

  

 The World Bank has sent a letter to the govt. asking what measures have been taken 

about the corruption in several projects under the Ministry of Communication. It is 

known from a ministry source that the Bank has specifically mentioned about 6 projects 

funded by it and threatened not to finance any project in future if the govt. fails to take 

actions.
172

   

 Former Rail Minister‟s son is going to be certified as innocent by the Anti-Corruption 

Commission. Recently he obtained an ICX license in the name of Sengupt Telecom 
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paying Taka 50 million as license fee. When the news was released in the media, ACC 

started an investigation about the source of this money which was far beyond his valid 

income. 
173

 

 2 lakhs and 70 thousand pieces of Yaba have been recovered by RAB from AL MP's PS's 

house in Chittagong. 4 drug dealers with involvement have been arrested. The drugs is 

worth of Taka 100 million. Already an influential group of the ruling party has begun 

lobbying to free the stock. RAB has been threatened to free them from an unknown 

number.
174

 

 The president of AL unit in Chatmohar in the district of Pabna claimed to the press that a 

syndicate led by an AL leader was illegally recruiting staff in different schools of the 

district and thus earning commission from the recruitees. However, the accused leader 

claimed that the president was pressing him to appoint his sister as the headmaster of a 

certain school going against the school council.
175

 

 Gifts amounting to tk 1 crore 63 lakhs and 90 thousand were bought on VC's sole 

decision during 46th Convocation at the University of Dhaka. The VC allegedly violated 

the rules of Public Procurement Regualation-2008. There no formation of purchase 

committee, tender process, tender evaluation committee and finance committee.
176

 

 The Court has received the charge sheet against 45 including BNP General Secretary, 

sent BNP leader Barrister Mahbubuddin Khokan to jail and issued arrest warrants against 

three Jamaat leaders on the same charge. They all were allegedly involved in torching 

vehicle in front of the Prime Minister‟s office during a strike, claimed the police.
177

 

 Following the issue of arrest warrants against three Jamaat-Shibir leaders, police raided 

the Jamaat head office in the capital. Jamaat leaders protested the raid and accused the 

govt. of not letting them to enjoy their constitutional right to demonstrate.
178

 

 Police acted aggressively on the picketers during a strike called by the 18 Party Alliance 

demanding the return of missing BNP leader M Elias Ali. Along with police BCL, Jubo 

League and AL men assaulted on the processions brought out by the strikers. Police 

opened fire on some rallies and arrested 10 in the capital.
179

 

 BNP General Secretary‟s wife accused police for harassment in the name of raid in her 

apartment. She told the press that 40-50 police members ransacked her apartment and 

other 5 in the building at 5 AM. However, the local police officer-in-charge told the press 

that no such raid was done and it might be some other agencies that did it.
180
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 A female BNP leader who was arrested while picketing during a strike has been severely 

tortured in the police custody. When she was presented before the court she bore dark 

traces of wounds all over body and could not stand or sit properly. She lied on her 

brother‟s lap during the hearing. However, the court denied her bail and sent to jail in this 

critical condition.
181

 

 There have 156 cases against just 15 leaders of BNP, the main opposition party. 25 of 

these cases are against BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia and his family members. The 

recent case of torching a vehicle in front of the Prime Minister‟s office during a strike has 

only increased the number of cases.
182

 

 Police filed a lawsuit against 25 BNP activists accusing them of vandalizing vehicles and 

obstructing the public officials‟ duty during a strike. The concerned activists are hiding 

away from their houses to avoid arrest.
183

 

 A female BNP leader who was arrested while picketing during a strike has been severely 

tortured in the police custody. When she was presented before the court she bore dark 

traces of wounds all over body and could not stand or sit properly. She lied on her 

brother‟s lap during the hearing. However, the court denied her bail and sent to jail in this 

critical condition.
184

 

 Police has submitted charge sheet of the case filed in the event of a clash between police 

and BNP activists during a strike in the district of Sylhet. The charge sheet includes 65 

BNP activists including all the BNP leaders in Sylhet and 150 other anonymous.
185

 

 BNP standing committee member Barrister Moudud Ahmed dubbed the ruling AL govt 

as „characterless‟. Govt files cases but hinders to go to court, claims Mr. Moudud. The 

govt has seized the court.
186

 

 Police has submitted charge sheets of three cases out of eight filed in the event of 

vandalizing vehicles and several public organizations by BNP activists during a strike in 

the district of Habiganj. There are altogether 934 accused in 8 cases.
187

 

 According to report published by Odhikar, a human rights organization, 5 people 

disappeared and 11 were extra-judicially killed by the law enforcing agencies in April, 

2012. 17 women and 32 children were raped. Among them 8 were killed after rape. 

Another 8 people were beaten to death by the unruly mob.
188

 

 Police have been harassing family members of BNP leaders in the name of raid for the 

last two days. There have been incidents of scattering and looting their houses by the 
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police members. A JCD leader was brutally beaten during arrest. Even the family 

members were assaulted.
189

 

 The investigation of the disappearance of BNP leader M Elias Ali has come to a 

standstill. There has been no advancement in the last 15 days. Though police was 

frequently assuring the media of advancements, his family suspected their sincerity from 

the very beginning.
190

  

 Mr. Thomas McClair, one of the opposition MPs of the Canadian National Assembly 

expressed his apprehension at the disappearance of M Elias Ali. He instructed foreign 

affairs critic Mr. Paul Dare to take necessary steps.
191

 

 Hussein M Ershad, Chairman of Jatya Party and an ally to the ruling AL govt. criticized 

the govt heavily on the alarming situation of law and order. He claimed that you would 

be killed at home and disappear outside under the current rule of govt.
192

 

 Missing BNP leader M Elias Ali‟s wife doubts whether her husband would get back 

alive. Several other BNP leaders fears the same under the current law and order condition 

and frustrating speed of investigation.
193
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Intervening in Legal procedure and manipulation of 

Administrative power 

 Police charged baton on strikers of the 18 Party Alliance in the district of Thakurgaon. 

Fifteen people were injured and three arrested during the strike. The strike was called to 

protest the rejection of bail to 33 leaders of the alliance who were arrested in charge of 

torching vehicles in a previous strike in the capital.
194

 

 Police arrested the convener of JCD Dhonbari Unit in the district of Tangail. Though 

police could not bring any case against him then, he was later sent to jail in an allegedly 

fabricated narcotic case.
195

 

 Police allegedly interrogated and tortured 41 suspects in the murder case of the journalist 

couple Sagar-Runy but could not advance in solving the case anymore. However, the 

Home Minister and several top-tier officials of the law enforcing agencies previously 

assured the media of solving the case overnight stating that the murderers were close at 

hand.
196

 

 In Gazipur, general secretary of Shecchashebok Dal (BNP) and 11 other local BNP 

leaders were charged in a road blockade and arson case. BNP leaders denied these 

charges and said that no such incident took place in the area
197

. 

 In Netrokona, after a conflict between police and BNP men, SI of local police station 

filed a case against 35 people. The conflict took place after police tried to resist BNP men 

from demonstration before the party office. BNP leaders said that such attempts would no 

halt the movement
198

. 

 Chairman of Bar Association of Supreme Court said that if RAB and police were not 

withdrawn from the supreme court premises, then the association would go on 

demonstration. He said the law and order people were harassing people who want justice. 

He added that the lawyers would go no a countrywide protest if it is not done so
199

. 

 In Jamalpur,  police captured 24 BNP men during a clash. Police raided places all night 

and captured these BNP men. They were submitted to court later
200

.   

 A dispute between UNO and UP Chairman in Amtali, Borguna slowed down the 

development works in that area. The UP chairman accused the UNO of corruption and 

illegal activities whereas the UNO denied these accusations and said the UP chairman 

tried to intervene the administrative processes
201

.  

 RAB arrested a former professor, Dr. Md Abu Yusuf of National University charging 

him of assisting defendant of an International Crime Tribunal case to escape into India. 

RAB officials also arrested the professor‟s sons and brother-in-law. Dr. Yusuf lost his job 

at the university which he had for 8 years after a high court rule
202

. 
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 In Khulna, the hartal for the abduction of BNP leader Ilias Ali, was passed with riots, 

chases, arrests, gunshots, etc. A BNP word commissioner was shot. Police arrested 25 

BNP men. Moreover, police recovered small bombs from the picketers
203

.   

 In Raaipur, two Awami leaders filed cases against 43 BNP members charging them with 

extortion, looting, beating, etc. In another news, in Guimara, Khagrachhari, truck slid off 

the road and overturned. The driver and the helper were seriously injured
204

.  

 Court denied bail for secretary general of Nationalist Lawyers‟ Forum Barrister Mahbub 

Uddin Khokon in a case where he was charged with burning a car in front of Prime 

Minister‟s office. He was on bail for 10 days and his appeal for extension of the bail was 

denied and he was sent to prison. Court has turned down another appeal for bail of a BNP 

leader
205

.  

 A hartal was locally passed in Noakhali after the bail for Barrister Khokon, secretary 

general of Nationalist Lawyers‟ Forum was turned down by court. Different groups 

brought about small rallies. The broke several CNG scooters. In Chatkhail 8 were 

arrested and 56 was arrested from the district
206

. 

 Police pressed charges against 29 members of Dhaka Bar and 70 unnamed people of 

consternating in Dhaka Judge Court premises, picketing, etc. The people with charges 

belonged to Nationalist Lawyers‟ Forum. The forum protested against these charges and 

condemned the charges as politically motivated
207

.  

 Local BCL and JL terrorists in the district of Serajganj severely injured a local BNP 

leader by beating him with hammer. He was admitted to local clinic in a critical 

condition.
208

 

 Police found a huge stock of local weapons while raiding the dormitories of Dhaka 

College in the capital. Although the raid was conducted following a clash between two 

rival groups of BCL, none of them with involvement were arrested. However, two 

general students were arrested and later released.
209

  

 Police barred 18 party alliance to bring out a predetermined mass procession demanding 

the rescue of the missing leader M Elias Ali, withdrawal of the fabricated cases against 

the activists and release of arrested activists. Police only allowed to hold a mass gathering 

in front of the BNP head office in the capital.
210

 

 Police foiled BNP program in the district of Narayanganj. As part of the central program, 

the local BNP unit activists brought out a procession and tried to break the police 

barricade when police chased them and dispersed the rallying activists.
211
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 Police foiled two separate rallies of Jubo Dal in the district of Narayanganj.  As a result 

angry demonstrators pelted bricks on the police and injured one police member. Police 

filed lawsuit against 80 BNP activists in this incident.
212

 

 Barrister Mahbub Uddin Khokan, a Joint General Secretary of BNP and the President of 

the Bangladesh Nationalist Lawyers‟ Forum, was refused to be bailed out and sent to jail 

in accusation of involvement in torching vehicles during a strike in the capital. Lawyers 

across the country held demonstration protesting this incident and demanding his 

release.
213

 

 Gono Forum president, one of the promulgators of the Constitution and former foreign 

minister Dr Kamal Hussain says that the ruling Awamee League has brought division in 

politics by removing caretaker government system. He urges the government and the 

opposition to take a united stand in solving the national issues.
214

 

 Police barred Jubodal‟s procession in the district of Narayanganj. The procession was 

arranged as a part of the central program to protest the lawsuits filed against the president 

and general secretary of Jubodal.
215

  

 Police arrested 4 BNP activists from Goalanda in the district of Rajbari. They were 

arrested at night.
216

 

 A probe committee in its report could not name the NSI officials involved in unloading a 

huge cache of arms and explosives at the CUFL jetty in 2004 due to obstruction from ex-

state minister for home Lutfozzaman Babar. The chief of the investigation committee, 

Omar Faroque, also the home secretary at that time, said this in court.
217

 

 A case was filed against the city unit BNP joint secretary Prof Tariqul Islam and 11 other 

activists on charge of vandalising vehicles during hartal hours. Auto-rickshaw driver 

Rabiul Islam filed the case with Daulatpur police station against Tariqul, Sheikh Imam 

Hossain and 10 other local BNP leaders and workers.
218

 

 A case was filed against the city unit BNP joint secretary Prof Tariqul Islam and 11 other 
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